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1091 May 4, 1900 

Yokohama; Japan, March SO, 1900. 

SrR : I have the honor to report that, during my recent visit to Kobe 
in compliance with your instructions to investigate the question of the 
safety of the shipment of rags from the district lately infected by plague, 
as to which please see my special report on the subject, forwarded by 
this mail ; I arranged that the steamship companies carrying passengers 
from Kobe to the United States should establish a disinfection and iso- 
lation depot upon the lines indicated in my letter of March 1 8, 1900, 
with regard to Yokohama, but with this difference, tha. in Kobe the 
steam plant used for the disinfection of rags will be used for the treat- 
ment of baggage as well. The whole matter will be under the super- 
vision of Acting Assistant Surgeon Fo\\ler, and all expenses assumed 
by the companies concerned. 

I am exceedingly glad to have visited Kobe, for I found many ques- 
tions requiring definite and authoritative settlement, and was able fully 
to instruct Dr. Fowler and to witness his methods of work, which I 
found satisfactory. I was able, too, to establish such relations with the 
consul there as will, I think, facilitate the joint operations of his office 
and that of the Marine- Hospital Service in the future. 

As, however, my responsibility seems, at least in a measure, to extend 
over the Kobe office, I think it well that I should sometimes visit that 
important port, especially should epidemic disease break out there or 
in the neighborhood. 

EespectfuUy, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., Sanitary Inspector. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

Report from Yokohama. 

Yokohama, Japan, March SO, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the sanitary situation of Japan 
remains satisfactory. I can learn of no epidemic outbreak of any 
quarantinable disease within the Empire. 

The season is a late one, the weather still quite cold, and it is, as yet, 
too soon to feel sure that the plague infection of last winter's outbreak 
is really eradicated. 

EespectfuUy, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8., Sanitary Inspector. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Mexican authorities informed that plague does not exist at San Francisco, Cal. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, April 17, 1900. 
Sir: Eeferring to my dispatch. No. 612, of the 9th instant, regarding 
certain plague rumors at the port of San Francisco, I have the honor to 
inclose herewith a copy and translation of a note from Mr. Mariscal, 
stating that he has informed the department of government of the 
untruthfulness of said rumors. 

EespectfuUy, Powell Clayton. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 625— Translation.] 

Department of Foreign Affairs, 

City of Mexico, Mexico, April 9, 1900. 
Mr. Ambassador : I have had the honor to receive your excellency's note of the 7th 
instant, with a copy of a telegram from the Hon. James D. Phelan, mayor of the city 
of San Francisco, Cal. , in which he reports that said port is absolutely free from the 
bubonic plague. 

I have informed the department of government of this fact. I renew, etc., 

IGNO. Maeiscal. 
His Excellency Powell Clayton. 

Smallpox in GvMdalajara. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, April 21, 1900. 

Sir : I give you below copy of a letter received from E. B. Light, 
TJnited States consular agent, Guadalajara. 

I have to inform you that smallpox in epidemic form exists in this city and surround- 
ing towns. I am informed that there are now 150 cases in the City Hospital. On Mon- 
day Mrs. Jacob Stocke, of St. Louis, Mo., died of what is known as the black smallpox, 
which she is supposed to have become infected with while in Mexico City. There are 
a large number of deaths daily from this disease amoug the natives. There is but one 
case to my knowledge among the Americans, one who was sent to the hospital a fow 
days since. 

EespectfuUy, Andrew D. Barlow, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Sukgeon-Genbral, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, April 15, 1900. 

Sib : I have the honor to inform yoii that I arrived here yesterday 
from Port Limon, Costa Eica, reported at the consulate, and resumed 
duties. 

I have called on the health ofQcials of the city and secured the follow- 
ing information in regard to the health conditions of the port : January, 
13 cases, 5 deaths; February, 4 cases, 2 deaths; March, 1 case, no 
deaths ; April to date, 4 cases, 2 deaths, from yellow fever. 

January, 5 cases, 2 deaths ; February, 16 cases, 9 deaths ; March, 17 
cases, 11 deaths ; April to date, 7 cases, 7 deaths, from smallpox. 

The yellow fever situation seems to be better than it was at this time 
last year, but the indications point to another epidemic this summer. 
On account of the number of inhabitants rendered immune during the 
past epidemic, it will be hardly possible to have as many cases as during 
the past year. The immigration to this port during the past few months 
has been considerable. There are 2 new regiments of soldiers just 
arrived from the interior, and there are prisoners being constantly sent 
here from the higher altitudes. These two conditions are enough in 
themselves to keep fuel constantly added to the flames. There has been 
an influx of workmen for the public works and they are generally non- 
immune foreigners or natives. 

I am unable to learn the amount of infection from smallpox that 
exists in the city nor do I think it possible for me to ascertain. 

All known smallpox cases are sent to the pesthouse and the conse- 
quence is that many cases are not seen or reported by the physicians 
until just before or after death. The people can not be blamed much 
for concealing the cases for there is no physician at the pesthouse. 

Article 64 of the Mexican quarantine rules and regulations, which 



